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The Inflexible, like all our ships at that date, was a long way
behind contemporary ships of the enemy in protection against
under-water explosion, and she was undoubtedly saved by the
devoted bravery of officers and men, who worked in the fore
magazine, shell room and other compartments in complete
darkness, amid poisonous fumes and rising water, until all
valves, ventilators and watertight doors were secured. Indeed
the Inflexible well upheld the fighting traditions which the battle
cruisers had already established, and to which they were yet to
add glorious pages.

The Inflexible was certainly unlucky, but except for the damage
and loss of life for which the mine was responsible, she only
had one casualty from gunfire, other than the officers and men
who were killed and wounded in her fighting top by a small
shell from a field gun fired from the Asiatic shore. The only
damage she suffered was, as I have mentioned, one iz-inch gun
out of action.

Of the other ships engaged the Gaulois was the most seriously
damaged by gunfire, a heavy shell having penetrated below
the water line. Flooding spread, due to faulty ventilating
trunks, and she came out of the Straits in a sinking condition.
At one time it seemed doubtful whether she would reach
Rabbit Island, on which she was eventually beached.
So critical was her state, that her captain decided to disembark
her crew, with the exception of those necessary to steam and
navigate her, and our destroyers ran alongside and took about
400 men off her.

The old French ships were even less able to compete with
under-water damage than ours, and the Suffren was also leaking
from the effects of a plunging shell, which exploded below her
water line. The French ships carried no skilled divers, and our
divers put patches on both vessels, and when the Gaulois had
been pumped out and refloated, she and the Suffren proceeded
in company to Malta, to be docked and repaired. This only left
the Charlemagne, which was not hit during the action, and Admiral
Guepratte transferred his flag to her.

Except for under-water damage, the Gaulois was ready for
action, and her casualties were only n slightly wounded. The
Suffren was hit in one of her six-inch turrets by a heavy shell,
which killed 12 men, put a gun out of action, and necessitated